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Buenos Aires Mayor Fernando de la Rua of the Union Civica Radical (UCR) will be the presidential
candidate for the opposition Alianza coalition in Argentina's October 1999 general elections. De la
Rua won the Alianza primary by an ample margin against Graciela Fernandez Meijide of the Frente
Pais Solidario (FREPASO).
The UCR and FREPASO formed the Alianza ahead of 1997 legislative elections in which the coalition
did surprisingly well. Although it has criticized the country's high unemployment and growing
social problems, the Alianza has backed the administration's convertibility plan, which pegs the
Argentine currency to the US dollar. In the primary, de la Rua took 63% of the vote to Fernandez
Meijide's 36%. Alianza sources said about 2.5 million of the 19 million people eligible participated in
the primary.
In addition to those affiliated with the UCR and FREPASO, independents as well as members of
some provincial parties were entitled to vote. De la Rua, a UCR moderate, capitalized on his staid
image, emphasizing not only his experience in public office but also his seriousness a quality many
voters contrasted favorably against flamboyant President Carlos Saul Menem. Some, however, are
concerned that de la Rua is too bland. "De la Rua is a problem for political analysts," said pollster
Ricardo Rouvier. "He is a man of little charisma and few clear policies. But he is very stable, very
serious. It is the exact opposite of Menem's style.
In contrast, Graciela is much more aggressive." Few differences in candidates' positions In the
primary campaign, both candidates pledged to fight government corruption, an issue that has
plagued Menem's presidency. They also shared a commitment to depoliticizing the judiciary and to
increasing funding for education, job training, and small businesses.
In televised debates and other campaign appearances, the two candidates minimized policy
differences and emphasized their determination to keep the coalition united to defeat the governing
Partido Justicialist-peronista (PJ) next year. An October Alianza document described Argentina as
resting on a tripod of "power, corruption, and death."
"Argentine society is shaken by the apparently endless succession of serious acts of corruption,"
the document said. "The majority of these point to responsibility at the highest level of political
power in the nation and, for that reason, raise a well-founded suspicion that those responsible will
continue to enjoy impunity."
The document pointed out the illegal arms sales to Ecuador and Croatia (see NotiSur, 09/18/98,
11/06/98) as well as the IBM bribery scandal (see NotiSur, 06/05/98, 10/16/98). Eliminating corruption
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had been a recurring theme of the Alianza. In mid-November, de la Rua suggested that a thorough
investigation of the current government will take place if he takes office in 2000. "There will be no
tolerance, cover-up, or complicity," he said.
The Alianza has promised that if it wins the presidency it will work toward lowering unemployment
and eliminating corruption, improving education, and strengthening the Southern Cone Common
Market (MERCOSUR). Alianza leaders choose other contenders Since most polls show the Alianza
favored to win the next presidential elections, the primary was especially important. A poll by the
private consulting firm Centro de Estudios de Opinion Publica (CEOP) on Nov. 27 showed voter
preference for the Alianza at 42.7%, ahead of the PJ with 27.8%. The Alianza now must decide on
other key candidates for its 1999 ticket.
De la Rua said coalition leaders, including former president Raul Alfonsin and Deputy Rodolfo
Terragno, both of the UCR, and Fernandez Meijide and Carlos "Chacho" Alvarez, both of FREPASO,
would meet within the week to decide on the vice presidential candidate. Immediately after
acknowledging victory, de la Rua said the Alianza had decided that Fernandez Meijide would
run for governor of Buenos Aires province, the most important electoral district in the country.
Fernandez Meijide's other possibility was to join de la Rua on the ticket in the vice presidential slot.
A pre-primary agreement stipulates that the vice presidential candidate will come from FREPASO.
Most analysts now expect the vice presidential candidate to be Alvarez, a charismatic politician and
one of the founders of the Alianza. On Dec. 1, the Buenos Aires daily Clarin reported, however, that
Fernandez Meijide opposes a de la Rua-Alvarez ticket. Alvarez also said he has not decided whether
he would accept the second spot and he shares Fernandez Meijide's concern that the relationship
between him and de la Rua could become conflictive, hurting chances for an Alianza victory. After
deciding on the vice presidential candidate, the Alianza will turn its attention to a candidate for
mayor of the city of Buenos Aires, the post now held by de la Rua.
A strong contender for that post is prosecutor Anibal Ibarra of FREPASO. The Alianza plans to
concentrate on Buenos Aires province and the Buenos Aires mayoral post, both contests it is now
favored to win. Following the primary, FREPASO analysts, looking at de la Rua's overwhelming
victory, admitted their party's weakness compared with the strength of the century-old UCR.
"Although Graciela has a lot of support, people don't see her in the Casa Rosada [presidential
palace]," said one analyst. Others said she had three strikes against her: her gender, being the
mother of one of the "disappeared" in the dirty war, and being identified with the left. Now
FREPASO must look toward the future and plan strategies to increase its base. Despite phenomenal
growth in five short years, it still lacks a solid national presence. But it also must negotiate how
much weight within the Alianza the UCR will concede, given the primary results.

PJ will name its candidate in April
De la Rua will likely face the PJ's Buenos Aires Gov. Eduardo Duhalde in the presidential race.
Duhalde is favored to win the PJ nomination against Ramon "Palito" Ortega in primaries scheduled
for April. Ortega is secretary for social development and has Menem's support. The PJ, founded by
the late president Juan Domingo Peron, remains the largest and most powerful political force in the
country, but animosity between Duhalde and Menem has divided the party. Menem is fighting to
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remain head of the PJ after he leaves office in early 2000, but Duhalde is trying to block his efforts in
party councils and the courts.
When he formally threw his hat in the ring in late October, Duhalde promised to put the social
component back into a Peronist government. He said his pledge to relieve poverty would be funded
by spending cuts. He promised to govern for the poor and those who have suffered in the freemarket economy favored by Menem. "Social spending is high in Argentina," said Duhalde. "What
we have is bad administration of the social budget. It should be focused on the country's most
serious social problems." [Sources: Reuters, 10/22/98, 11/27/98, 11/29/98; Notimex, 11/29/98; The
New York Times, 11/18/98, 11/30/98; El Nuevo Herald (Miami), 11/28/98, 11/30/98; Associated Press,
CNN, 11/30/98; Clarin (Argentina), 11/30/98, 12/01/98; Spanish news service EFE, 10/07/98, 11/29/98,
11/30/98, 12/03/98]
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